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COUNTY OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

SOLID WASTE DIVISION SAFETY MANUAL 
DRAFT 

SECTION 14 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS POLICY 

 
Purpose 
 
To provide instructions and define responsibilities for responding to 
hazardous or unknown (potentially hazardous) materials that are 
discarded, abandoned, or accumulated at County solid waste landfill or 
transfer station sites. 
 
This procedure establishes methods devoted to proper employee 
response, ensuring both employee and public safety and environmental 
protection. 
 
Responsibility 
 

Employee: Any time an employee of the Solid Waste Division 
observes a known or unknown material that he/she deems to be 
hazardous to either employee, public, or environmental safety, the 
employee is to immediately notify his/her immediate supervisor. In 
the absence of the employee’s immediate supervisor, the 
employee is to notify the Solid Waste Division Superintendent. If 
possible, without jeopardizing personal safety, the employee is to 
barricade or isolate the material from contact by other employees 
or the public. (Use of caution tape, and/or tarps may be 
appropriate). 
 
Supervisor: The Solid Waste Division supervisor’s are responsible for 
responding immediately to employee reports of hazardous material, 
and notifying the Solid Waste Division Superintendent. 
 
Superintendent: The Solid Waste Division Superintendent, after 
inspection, and in consultation with the Division Chief of Solid Waste, 
will notify Fire Department Hazmat team to determine identity of 
material, and either conduct cleanup, or direct outsourcing of 
cleanup/removal by appropriate contractor. 

 



In the event that an imminent threat to employee, public or 
environmental safety necessitates the closure of a site, the Solid Waste 
Division Chief (or his designee) will notify the Director and/or Deputy 
Director of the Department of Environmental Management. 
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