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SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED ACTION,
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

The Hawai‘i County Department of Finance proposes to acquire the Rice Property at the Waipi‘o
Valley Lookout for future public and community use. An existing structure on the property may
be rehabilitated for future use or demolished. This Environmental Assessment (EA) concerns
only purchase of the property and possible demolition of the structure; the County plans an
additional EA once development plans are finalized in order to address specific impacts such as
traffic, parking and utilities.

The Public Access, Open Space, and Natural Resources Preservation Commission was charged
with developing and submitting to the Hawai‘i County Mayor’s Office a prioritized list of lands
worthy of purchase by the County and preservation. The commission rated the 1.804-acre Rice
Property as the second highest priority for acquisition among all properties considered.
Community groups have been active in proposing and seeking funding for programs to protect
Waipio Valley. The County of Hawai‘i considers it prudent to purchase the Rice Property
because it (1) is located at the gateway to Waipi‘o Valley; (2) could enhance the existing County
Waipi‘o Lookout Facilities by providing safety, cultural, and historic information to visitors and
residents; (3) could provide additional parking to the lookout area and improve circulation in the
Lookout area; (4) might serve as a future ranger station and center for future community
programs; and (5) is currently for sale. As few similarly situated and endowed properties are
available, failure to acquire the Rice Property would limit the ability of the County to improve
public safety and safeguard the resources of Waipi‘o Valley.

Because the project involves solely purchase of the Rice Property and no improvements or
construction, there would be no construction-phase impacts.
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PART 1: PROJECT DESCRIPTION, PURPOSE AND NEED AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS

1.1  Project Description, Location and Purpese and Need

The County of Hawat‘i proposes to acquire a private property in Kukuihaele for future public
and community use (Figures 1-2). TMK 4-8-04:06 (the “Rice Property”) is a 1.804-acre
property owned by the Rose C. Rice Trust. The property has an unoccupied single-family
residence and is currently unused for any purpose. It is located near the southern rim of Waipi‘o
Valley directly across Waipi‘o Road from a County park at the Waipi‘o Lookout.

This Environmental Assessment concerns only purchase of the property and possible demolition
of the structure. If the County acquires the property, it will develop with community input a plan
for its use, and after development of the plan a subsequent Environmental Assessment will
address impacts related to plan implementation, including traffic, parking, utilities and other
impacts.

The Public Access, Open Space, and Natural Resources Preservation Commission was charged
with developing and submitting to the Hawai‘i County Mayor’s Office prioritized list of lands
worthy of purchase by the County and for the following purposes:

Public outdoor recreation and education, including access to beaches and mountains;
Preservation of historic or culturally important land areas and sites;

Preservation of natural resources, including buffer zones; _
Preservation of forests, beaches, coastal areas, natural beauty and agricultural lands; and”
Protection of watershed lands to preserve water quality and water supply.

oW e

The commission rated the 1.804-acre Rice Property as the second highest priority for acquisition
among all sites considered. Properties submitted for consideration were assessed according to
the following criteria:

1. The level of community support, including reported urgency, based on the community
input process;

2. Feasibility of acquisition of subject parcels by the Public Access, Open Space, & Natural
Resources Preservation Fund and/or other means; and

3. Feasibility of acquisition of subject parcels given context with respect to boundaries, title,
maintenance options, and steps towards acquisition.

Several private organizations have been advocating for a ranger program and parking/circulation
improvements for the Lookout area, and the County of Hawai‘i has coordinated with the group
Friends of the Future on a grant from the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority for a ranger program. The
ranger would refer illegal and or unsafe activities to law enforcement agencies and advise those
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approaching the valley with the intent to enter of the appropriate behavior and the legal
requirements for vehicles, road protocols and conditions. The County intends to explore
utilizing the property as a possible site to support such programs.

The County of Hawai‘i considers it prudent to purchase the Rice Property because it (1) is
located at the gateway to Waipi‘o Valley; (2) could enhance the existing County Waipi‘o
Lookout Facilities by providing safety, cultural, and historic information to visitors and
residents; (3) could provide additional parking to the lookout area and improve circulation in the
Lookout area; (4) might serve as a future ranger station and site for additional community
programs; and (5) is currently for sale. Depending upon further investigation of the existing
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structure on the property, it may be retained and rehabilitated or it may be demolished as part of
the proposed action.

i.2 Summary of Regulatory Reguirements

This Environmental Assessment (EA) process is being conducted in accordance with Chapter
343 of the Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS). This law, along with its implementing regulations,
Title 11, Chapter 200, of the Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR), is the basis for the
environmental impact assessment process in the State of Hawai‘i. According to Chapter 343, an
EA is prepared to determine impacts associated with an action, to develop mitigation measures
for adverse impacts, and to determine whether any of the impacts are significant according to
thirteen specific criteria. Part 4 of this document states the anticipated finding that no significant
impacts are expected to cceur; Part 5 lists each criterion and presents the preliminary findings for
each made by the Hawai'i County Department of Finance, the proposing agency. If, after
considering comments to the Draft EA, the proposing agency concludes that, as anticipated, no
significant impacts would be expected to occur, then the agency will issue a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI), and the action will be permitted to occur. 1if the agency concludes
that significant impacts are expected to occur as a result of the proposed action, then an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be prepared.

Figure 2. Rice Property TMK Map
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1.3 Public Involvement and Agency Coordination

The following agencies and organizations were consulted by letter during development of the
Environmental Assessment.

State: '
Department of Health, Environmental Health Administration
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Director
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division
Department of Transportation, Highways Division
Office of Hawaiian Affairs
County:

County Council

Department of Parks and Recreation

Department of Public Works Fire Department

Department of Water Supply

Planning Department

Police Department
Private:

Friends of the Future/Waipi‘o Community Circle Association

Waipi‘o Valley Community Association

Honoka‘a Business Association

Kanu ‘o ka ‘Aina NCPCS

Kukuihaele Community Association

Sierra Club

Neighboring Property Owners

Responses received are contained in Appendix 1.
1.4 Cost and Schedule

The value of the property is currently estimated at about $900,000. The purchase price will be
refined through property appraisal and negotiation, and purchase will be subject to the
availability of funds within the Public Access, Open Space, and Natural Resources Preservation
Fund and/or other funds that may be appropriated by the County. The County plans to purchase
the property in early 2007, develop a plan for its use sometime during 2007, prepare a
subsequent Environmental Assessment later during the year, and implement the plan as soon as
possible thereafter.
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PART 2: ALTERNATIVES
2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the No Action Alternative, the County of Hawai‘i would not purchase the Rice Property,
which would probably be bought by a private buyer. As few similarly situated and endowed
properties are available, failure to acquire the Rice Property would limit the County’s ability to
improve public safety and safeguard the resources of Waipi‘o Valley. The County of Hawai‘i
therefore considers the No Action Alternative undesirable.

2.2  Alternative Locations or Strategies

At any given time, there are usually several properties for sale in the Kukuihaele area, including
vacant lots that might be adapted for some of the proposed uses. However, the location of the
Rice Property is unique and unmatched by that of any other nearby property. Most properties in
the area contain occupied, single-family dwellings, and their utility for public use is poor. None
of the properties have the particular and critical advantages of the Rice Property in terms of
location, size and views. Therefore, no alternative sites have been identified or advanced in this
Environmental Assessment.

Some of the goals for safely managing public use and enjoyment of the gateway to Waipi‘o
Valley could be accomplished without purchase of additional property. A ranger station could
be set up at the existing Waipi‘o Valley Lookout, although because of space considerations other
uses such as picnicking would be displaced. Restrictions on parking at the lookout could be
imposed, if a parking lot/shuttle system could be developed within about a mile of the lookout.
Any such arrangements would be inconvenient to users and difficult to enforce, and thus likely
ineffective. After careful consideration of alternative strategies, the County does not currently
envision any plans that would be worthy of consideration in an Environmental Assessment as an
alternative to the proposed purchase. '
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