
 

 

  

  
 

Tsunami Education:  

A Blueprint for Coastal Communities  

 

JANUARY 2009  

Prepared By:                                                      
Kylie Alexandra          
Genevieve Cain                   
Patsy Iwasaki 

On Behalf Of:                                      
The Pacific Tsunami Museum                               
and the                               
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
Department 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Tsunami Education:  

A Blueprint for coastal communities  
 

 

 

January 2009  

 

 

As part of:  

The tsunami education, preparation, and recovery 

project for downtown Hilo  
 

 

 

Prepared By:  
 

Kylie Alexandra, Genevieve Cain, Patsy Iwasaki 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Behalf Of: 
 

The Pacific Tsunami Museum and the 
County of HawaiΨi Planning Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDED BY: 
 

COUNTY OF HAWAIΨI PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

STATE OFFICE OF PLANNING ς COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
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OFFICE OF OCEAN AND COASTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, NATIONAL OCEAN 

SERVICE, NATIONAL OCEAN AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 
 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHOR(S) AND DO NOT 

NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OF NOAA OR ANY OF ITS SUB-AGENICES. 
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Dedication 

We dedicate Tsunami Education: A 

Blueprint for Coastal Communities to the 

people of HawaiΨi, who, despite several 

devastating tsunamis, have kept the spirit 

of perseverance alive. 
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Aloha,  
 

The world has found out through the tragedies of other countries about the 
power of nature released in a tsunami.  The latest major destructive tsunami that 
killed over 250,000 people in the Indian Ocean area woke up many parts of the 
world to this phenomenon, the tsunami. 

 
One reason why so many people suffer from the power of the tsunami is a complete unawareness about 
this naturally occurring event.  It was apparent that many of the areas and countries impacted by the 
Indian Ocean tsunami had no information or knowledge of what the phenomenon was; and therefore, 
what to do to prevent harm.  Perhaps the only positive result of that tragedy is that the rest of the world 
was awakened and realized that there is no place anywhere on this earth that is immune to a tsunami. 
 
CƻǊ IŀǿŀƛΨƛΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎΦ   
 

CƻǊ IŀǿŀƛΨƛΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-preparedness.   
 

CƻǊ IŀǿŀƛΨƛΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǎǳƴŀƳƛ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜΦ   
 
Why?  The lessons of 1946, 1960, and 1975 should all be fresh in our memories.  Recalling these 
tragedies should be more than enough of a reminder that we must be aware and we must prepare.  For 
those in positions of responsibility for the safety of others, the memories should be more than enough 
to move us to action to ensure preparedness and education for the sake of the young who have never 
experienced a tsunami and for those who are not aware of the tsunami and its destructive powers. 
 
It is important for all to remember that the tsunami is a natural phenomenon of this earth, and they will 
happen again and again.  It is our responsibility to accept this.  It is our responsibility to prevent harm 
and to actively help ς ά¢ŀƪŜ /ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ - ¢ŀƪŜ /ŀǊŜ ƻŦ hǘƘŜǊǎΤ .Ŝ ¢ǎǳƴŀƳƛ {ŀŦŜΣέ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
others who we are responsible for. 
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